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OUR MOUNTAIN HOME: 
100 YEARS OF MAZAMA 
LODGES
by Mathew Brock, Mazama Library and Historical Collections Manager

From the organization’s very origin, Mazama members have had a special place in their hearts for Mt. 
Hood. And for almost as long, the Mazamas have sought a home on the mountain. Early on, the eyes of 
many were drawn to Paradise Park, on the then relatively unexplored west side of Mt. Hood. With that 
location in mind, a small group of members began, in 1921, to study the idea of building a lodge in the 

area. However, they quickly realized a fundamental disadvantage to the location, namely the difficulty of access 
during mid-winter. In the 1920s, the road over Mt. Hood was often closed to winter vehicle traffic after the 
small town of Rhododendron. With that limitation in mind, and still wanting to get as close to Paradise Park as 
possible, the committee decided on a one-acre plot of land on the Little Zig-Zag River at Twin Bridges.
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TWIN BRIDGES 
The final construction of a 20 by 33 foot, two-story, timber-

framed cabin at Twin Bridges in 1923 marked an important year 
in Mazama history—the realization of the dream of a mountain 
home. On land leased from the United States Forest Service, the 
simple structure consisted of a large living room, kitchen, and 
wood storage on the ground floor, with an attic room and storage 
under the eaves. A nine-foot-deep veranda ran the full width of the 
front of the building. A stone fireplace provided warmth inside. In 
the small kitchen, there was a stove, counter tops, ample shelving, 
and a sink supplied with hot water heated by coils in the stove. A 
small woodshed provided plentiful space for a winter's worth of 
wood while also providing shelter for the building’s rear entrance. 

By the fall of 1925, however, it had become apparent that the 
small cabin at Twin Bridges had already outgrown the needs of the 
membership. At the annual meeting that year, a push was made 
to establish a high lodge with better access to the mountain. The 
council appointed a special committee to look for a suitable new 
location. In short order, the committee returned with a report 
detailing three locations: one in Paradise Park; one east of Camp 
Blossom, on the southern slope; and one at Mirror Lake, in the 
foothills. Again, the Paradise Park location was the favorite, but it 
was necessary to obtain the permission of the U.S. Forest Service to 
build on the site. 

continued on next page

Facing page: Mazama Lodge, June 1957. 
VM2006.014 Betty Parker Collection. 
Above: Twin Bridges Lodge, October 
6, 1935. VM1999.011 Don Onthank 
Collection. 
Right: Twin Bridges Lodge, October 
6, 1935. VM1999.011 Don Onthank 
Collection.  
Below: Interior of Twin Bridges Lodge, 
Christmas, undated. VM1993.002 
Mazama Lodge Collection. 
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LOG LODGE
History does not record the outcomes 

or decisions stemming from the Special 
Lodge Committee. However, by the winter 
of 1931, a beautiful building site on the 
slopes of Mt. Hood had been chosen. The 
site, a half mile from Government Camp, 
above the Loop Highway and directly south 
of the summit of the mountain, provided 
“eye-filling panoramas of woodland, 
mountains, and sky.” The new Mazama 
Lodge was a thing of beauty, 42 by 80 feet, 
three stories, with a partial basement. The 
main hall was 30 by 40 feet with an 11-foot 
ceiling. Opposite from floor-to-ceiling 
windows that framed Mt. Hood stood a 
massive stone fireplace. In the face of the 
fireplace were embedded 21 rocks donated 
by the mountaineering organizations of 
the Pacific slope. Each stone was inscribed 
with the name, motto, emblem, and the 
mountain from which the rock came. The 
main floor featured men's and women’s 
sleeping rooms, a kitchen, and both a 
small and large dining room. The second 
floor consisted of two dormitories and 
a caretaker's quarters. The third floor 
was an open attic with wide balconies on 
both the north and south faces, providing 
fantastic views in both directions. Mazama 
members pitched in to help construct 12 
dining tables and 24 benches, bunks for 
100 people, three kitchen tables, a water 
system, and a temporary woodshed, 
while also helping to build trails, collect 

firewood, wash windows, 
and clear construction 
debris. 

The new lodge was 
a hit, not only with 
the Mazamas but also 
with other outdoor 
organizations. In 1935 
alone the Girl Scouts, Boy 
Scouts, Campfire Girls, 
Pathfinders, Girl Reserves, 
the Mantle Club, Reed 
College, the Chemeketans 
of Salem, and the Angoras 
of Astoria all used and 
stayed at the lodge. In all, 
over 2,000 people stayed 
at the lodge that year 
alone. Over the coming 
years, members witnessed 
many transitions, from gasoline lanterns to 
electric lights, from wood stoves to the oil 
furnace, and the introduction of butane gas 
stoves in the kitchen. The bunk beds in the 
dormitories, too, formerly wooden frame, 
were changed out for triple-deckers of 
metal construction. Other improvements 
made to the lodge included expanding 
the basement, enclosing the back porch, 
installing ski lockers, and the installation of 
the rope tow on the Mazama Ski Hill. 

Disaster
On Thursday, December 4, 1958, 

the beautiful Mazama Log Lodge was 
consumed by fire. An investigation would 

later reveal that a spark in the wiring 
above the caretaker's quarters ignited 
the insulation in the attic. The fire spread 
quickly and within minutes had engulfed 
the entire structure. The caretakers at the 
time were George and Helen Bertrand, 
a very personable couple who were also 
Mazama members. Adding to the unfolding 
disaster was the death of Ruth Reitsma, 
Helen’s mother, who succumbed to a 
heart attack and died while running to 
Government Camp to summon help. In the 
end, the lodge was a complete loss. 

Like a phoenix 
Planning for the next lodge started 

before the remains of the Log Lodge 

Lodges, continued from previous page Above: Mazama Lodge, August 21, 1938. VM1999-011 Don Onthank Collection.

Above: Mazama Lodge on fire, December 4, 1958. 
VM1993-002 Mazama Lodge Collection. 
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THE MAZAMA LODGE 
Two years, five months, and ten days 

after the fire, over 600 people gathered for 
the dedication of the new Mazama Lodge. 
The lodge, built of laminated beams with 
double tongue and groove 
millwork, consists of two 
floors, each being 56 by 
40 feet. The north and 
south walls on the first 
and second floors contain 
large glass windows that 
provide fine views of Mt. 
Hood to the north and 
Mt. Jefferson to the south. 
Large balconies open off 
both dormitories on the 
second floor and off the 
south side of the main 
floor. Anchoring the great 
hall is a stone fireplace 
dedicated to the memory 
of Rodney L. Glisan, the 
1903 Mazama President. Today, above 
the fireplace is the wood-carved goat that 
graced the previous lodge. The goat is 
mounted on a portion of a charred cedar 
log saved from the fire. 

This year, 2023, marks the 100th 
anniversary of the Mazamas operating 
a lodge on Mt. Hood. From its humble 
beginnings as a small cabin in the woods 
at Twin Bridges, to the massive cedar Log 
Lodge, to today’s somewhat smaller—yet 
beautiful—building, the Mazama Lodges 
have always held a special place in the 

hearts of the membership. While the 
lodge evokes strong emotions and fond 
memories, the building is not without its 
detractors. Operating and maintaining a 
building in a harsh, alpine environment is 

time-consuming and costly. The current 
lodge requires significant work and 
investment, and its future is uncertain. Will 
the membership once again pitch in, roll up 
its sleeves, and get out their checkbooks to 
support the lodge as it moves into its next 
century?

For more information on the recent 
history of the current Mazama Lodge, 
please see Charles Barker’s excellent 50-
year history of the Mazama Lodge in We 
Climb High, Vol. 2, pages 96–98. 

had stopped smoldering. In December 
of 1958, hundreds of letters poured into 
the organization proposing every size, 
shape, and type of building. A committee 
was formed to sift through the ideas and 
produce a report on what most members 
desired in a new building. By January 
1959, the council had appointed a Lodge 
Planning Committee. As the seasons 
turned from winter to summer, the 
committee submitted plans for a 56 by 
50 foot building. However, the optimism 
quickly deflated as the construction bids 
were opened and reviewed—in the end, 
the estimated total cost was north of 
$70,000 (roughly $720,000 in 2023 dollars). 
The committee and the architect, John W. 
Storrs, went back to the drawing board, 
reduced the size of the building to 56 by 
40 feet, and simplified the overall design. 
On August 3, 1959, the council approved 
a new construction budget of $48,042. By 
October, the framing for the new building 
stood erect, and by November the building 
was weathertight. Over the next several 
months, Mazama members rolled up their 
sleeves and got to work digging ditches, 
laying water lines, installing equipment, 
and painting. 

Above: Mazama Lodge, ca. 1960. VM1999.003 Ed Dolan Photographs Collection.

Above: Mazama Lodge, September 28, 2019.  
Photo by Serge Kiselev. 


