Ray Snyder Names the Membership

Services Office in the MMC
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The way Ray Snyder sees it, he “got smart” when[image: image1.wmf] he was three years old and moved out west from his Minnesota birthplace. The way the Mazamas see it, when Ray got smart, we got a leader! A past president of the Mazamas, 91-year-old Ray has just made a $50,000 gift to the Reaching New Heights capital campaign and will name the Raymond Snyder Membership Services Office in our Mazama Mountaineering Center.

Moving to the Northwest in 1918, Ray’s family stopped briefly in Seattle and then Vancouver, Washington before coming to Portland in time for Ray to start school. The family enjoyed the outdoors, doing a lot of picnicking, camping, trail hiking and even a little climbing. 

Ray first summated Mt. Hood with his father and two brothers when he was 15. The rest of the family never developed much enthusiasm for climbing, but for Ray it became a lifelong passion. “A lot of people want to get to the bottom of things,” Ray says, “I want to get to the top.” 

Encouraged by friends who were members, Ray joined the Mazamas in 1964 and quickly established himself as an accomplished climber. Ray especially appreciated that, “you don’t have to search for somebody you’d like to climb with.” Many Mazamas liked climbing with Ray. He became a climb leader and served as Mazama president in 1975-76. His tenure as president is remembered for the time he fired the entire Climbing Committee. At the time it was composed of free spirits who wanted to do away with: climb schedules, applications, reports—all the paperwork—and “just climb; do what we want.” Ray put a stop to that and appointed a committee of more responsible folks. 

As a young man Ray did odd jobs around Portland as his father had always done. He later found a career as a developer of commercial buildings. He even managed to employ his father as he built schools, banks and quite a few Safeway stores up and down the West Coast. He married and had four children. His twin boys still live in the Portland area. Ray lost his wife 15 years ago, and married Mary Wales, a former neighbor, in 1999. Sitting in their living room in East Portland remembering his life, Ray points out that he still lives between mountains. Sure enough, beautifully detailed paintings of Mounts Jefferson and Shuksan hang on opposite walls. 

Ray acknowledges that the Mazamas has been “a major part of my life.” He is grateful for the opportunity to spend his life with “people who have the same outlook and destiny.” Of his many contributions to the Mazamas, Ray says “I’ve always felt you should put your mind, your muscle and your money where your interests are.” He hopes that his generous gift will encourage others to come forward and help move the organization into a new era. 

Through generous contributions to the capital campaign the following rooms have been named at the MMC: the Benjamin F. Holman Auditorium, the Margaret and Bill Oberteuffer Museum Collection and now the Raymond Snyder Membership Services Office. A number of other naming opportunities are still available:

· Main floor reception area $100,000

· Library $100,000

· Rope room $ 75,000

· Conference room $ 75,000

· Executive director’s office $ 50,000

· Tools/trail equipment room $ 50,000

· Copy/work room $ 25,000 

If you are interested in these or other naming opportunities, please contact Wendy Carlton at 503-494-6144 or Tom Bard at 503-220-2600. You are invited to join Ray in the joy of making a five-year pledge to the Mazamas Reaching New Heights capital campaign.
