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222 hikers before entering the MMC.                                                                                        Photo by Barbara Bond
Over 500 Mazamas and residents of the neighborhood attended the open house celebrating the grand opening of the Mazama Mountaineering Center on February 3. President Keith Dubanevich thanked all involved with the multi-year project including Brewer Brothers Construction, Andrews Architects, staff and the 200 volunteers who have given in excess of 2,500 hours of their time to plan, renovate, landscape, move and fundraise for the new facility. Everyone worked together to bring the building project in on time and under budget. Celebrants enjoyed cake and coffee while they toured the building and had the rare opportunity to view some of the Mazamas’ most important archival and museum treasures. To add to the festivities, Climb Max donated a generous array of door prizes. 

A few drops of rain couldn’t dampen spirits for the commemorative hike from the old clubrooms to the new MMC. More than 220 new Mazamas and old friends gathered together in true Mazama style to hike the 5-mile route. Heads turned as hikers laden with climbing and hiking paraphernalia from all eras passed by…and by. Hardy souls carried alpenstocks, trail-tending tools, wooden ice axes and snow shoes to reflect the many activities the Mazamas offers. Vintage clothing was the fashion of the day as Gary Beck sported wool knickers and a climbing rack from the ’60s and Judith Zineski was resplendent in a long wool skirt, silk blouse, and bonnet. 

The event was ably coordinated by the Tom Davidson and Tom Eggers from the Trail Trips Committee, which planned the route through the Pearl, over the Steel Bridge, along the Esplanade, up Belmont Street, and through Peacock Lane to the MMC. The favorite view of many was seeing Mazamas for blocks and blocks on the Steel Bridge and Esplanade and the astonished looks of passers by. 

All ages were represented including Old Timers Chris Mackert, Ray and Betty Sheldon, Joan Mosser, and Bus Gibson who teamed up to carry the Sholes ice axe the distance. Three generations of the Lange family were represented as well as the Holt family hiking in honor of Ed Holt, and Mazamas from as far away as Seattle and San Francisco, including FWOC’s Winchell Hayward. 

The hike ended on the steps of the MMC, where 83-year-young Marianna Kearney, Mazama member since 1945, passed the Sholes ice axe to our youngest members: 7-year-old Heather Chambers, member since 2003, and 6-year-old Jason Hashimoto, who then passed it to the president. Because the Sholes ice axe is a symbol of transition from president to president, Keith Dubanovich accepted the axe as a symbol of the transition from the old clubrooms to the new Mazama Mountaineering Center.
