Now Is the Time for All Mazamas to Join the Climb to the Summit! 
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The Reaching New Heights Capital Campaign has reached the $710,419 level of pledges toward our summit goal of $1.75 million. In addition, we have secured commitments of $660,000 in estate-gift pledges to secure the future of Mazamas for the next 100 years and beyond. In terms of our climb to the summit, we are now at the White River Glacier elevation of the mountain. 

Many of our fellow Mazamas have asked “What has been going on this past year?” The answer is the Capital Campaign has been organized into four teams or task forces, three of which have been at work for about a year: 

(1) Leadership Gifts Task Force – gifts of $5,000 plus over five years. This task force is ably led by Tom Bard and Wendy Carlton. The Leadership Gifts Task Force initially focused on members and friends who we believed had both the interest and capacity to be a leadership donor. Leadership Gifts begin at $5,000 and can be paid over a five-year period. The Leadership Gifts Task Force is responsible for reaching our current elevation. 

(2) External Gifts Task Force – foundation and corporate gifts. Led by Jon Jurevic and Nancy Miller, the External Gifts Task Force has been at work identifying corporations and foundations that may be willing to join in our campaign. Jon and Nancy are now in the process of meeting with corporate leaders to encourage their gifts to the campaign, particularly leaders of companies whose business interests are well aligned with the Mazama mission and programs.

(3) Estate Gifts Task Force – Lori Freeman and Chris Kabel and their effective team are helping Mazamas understand how easy it can be to put the Mazamas into their estate, as a bequest or in other ways. The Estate Gifts Task Force is documenting the gifts of Mazama members who love and value the organization so much they made us a part of their estate plan. They are also encouraging others to add the Mazamas to their estate. 

(4) Membership Gifts Task Force – Brad Chaddick and Pat Cook have assembled an enthusiastic and creative team of people to set forth the tone and task of making certain that every Mazama has an opportunity to contribute to the campaign for the Mazama Mountaineering Center. Their goal is to see that every Mazama member—and friends of Mazamas, too—is asked to consider a five-year pledge to the campaign. 

Task force members have been at work on the first three waves of the campaign for over a year. They have learned how to present the case for support, the value of having many Mazamas tell the campaign story through showing the Reaching New Heights DVD, then asking prospective donors to give to this very important development in the history of the Mazamas—to secure our new home, the Mazama Mountaineering Center. 

Meanwhile, important good news is that throughout the capital campaign our organization has remained on budget, balancing expenses against revenue. The office has worked hard to reduce, for example, insurance costs while every committee has played a part, such as publications reducing the expense of printing the Bulletin. 

However, after many years of paying rent well below market level at our former location, that building was sold, and the rates were set to triple. Not only would this challenge our budget, but the Mazamas had outgrown the 19th Avenue space: too few meeting rooms, too little storage, insufficient areas for our outstanding library and archives, no parking. We needed a larger, more flexible and spacious facility. 

The fine work of Ed Holt and the Facility Task Force enabled us to locate the building at Southeast 43rd and Stark. We are grateful for the leadership they demonstrated in examining so many potential permanent homes for the Mazamas. 

The move to the new Mazama home was essential. And the building and land are a great investment for the future, one that will only increase in value. 

We would like you to be open and receptive when asked how you want to participate in the Reaching New Heights Capital Campaign. Think about how the Mazamas has affected your life, improved it, given you new skills, created lasting friendships. Think about what the Mazamas means to you. 

This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for each of us to give back to the organization we love, to leave a legacy that will survive us and serve the Mazamas for many generations to come.

Sincerely,  Keith Dubanevich and Eugene Lewins  (Co-chairs, Reaching New Heights Capital Campaign)
