Arlene Blum Event Builds Momentum for Capital Campaign
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We were honored to have Arlene Blum speak at the Mazama Mountaineering Center (MMC) on Monday, March 12, 2007. Ms. Blum is an honorary Mazama, a graduate of Reed College, an esteemed author and a renowned climber. Her presentation, announcing the paperback release of her memoir Breaking Trail: A Climbing Life, was a huge success. 

More than 115 people visited the MMC that night to see Arlene and enjoy her inspiring presentation chronicling more than 20 successful years of mountaineering and her ongoing quest to ban toxic chemicals from consumer products and our environment. She was pleased to see many old friends and colleagues, as well as two of her Reed chemistry professors attend the event. 

Arlene’s dedication to environmental protection and the advancement of women’s climbing inspired her to “break trail” in both areas. Her work in environmental and consumer protection included research, which led to the first ban on toxic flameproofing chemicals in children’s sleepwear as well as the ban on the pesticide DBCP. In climbing, Arlene led the first all-female teams on successful ascents of Denali and Annapurna. The latter was also the first American ascent. 

Events like this show how the MMC is helping to transform our ability to serve our members and the local community. They also show how the MMC is becoming a center for regional climbing, environmental, and educational events. In the year ahead, look for more great presentations and events to promote the capital campaign and help gain support to pay for our beautiful new MMC.
